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Noricum; his army, including the Praetorian Guard and the
II Parthica (from Albano), had not exceeded some ten thousand
men. Yet it sufficed to inflict a crushing defeat on the vastly
superior numbers of the Alemanni near Milan1. The exact year
is not certain, but it must have been either 258 or 259^ That
Gaul had been visited more than once by these invaders in the
years preceding is a very probable assumption3*

The blow thus sustained by the Alemanni certainly weakened
them and drove them from Italy; but none the less it was soon
found impossible to restore and defend the limes area in the angle
formed by the upper waters of the Rhine and Danube. Gallienus
did, indeed, refortify Vindonissa in 260, to bar the way southward
to the Alemanni4, and other forts were built at the same time5.
But the revolt of Postumus, at the end of 26o6, set the Rhine
frontier and the Upper Danube in hostile opposition to one
another, and the intervening district along the limes between the
two fronts became a no man's land. The latest inscription from
the Raetian limes dates from 256-77; it is to these strips of land
along the frontier that the notice, c sub principe Gallieno . . . amissa
Raetia'8 must apply. The loss is likewise recorded9 of * the districts
round the Lahn as far as the Sieg, or even perhaps as the Ruhr,
that is to say, the Roman sphere of influence extending from the
most northerly part of the frontier barrier10/ The evidence of

1  See Num. Chron. 1929, pp. 232 sqq.

2  This victory was numbered as the fifth German victory of Gallienus
and was followed by the suppression of Ingenuus and Regalianus, autumn
260.  See p. 184 sq.

3  The exploits of Chrocus (Gregory of Tours i, 32-4) may not be wholly
legendary (cf. Schmidt, op. cit. n1, p. 249, n. I 'and C. Jullian, Hist. de la

** iv, p. 566): at least his name is good Alemannic,
4 CJ.L. xm, 5203.
* G. Bersu, Schwabischer Merkur, 8 Jan. 1927 (Isny).
6  For this, the precise date, see the forthcoming article of the present
writer, *The year-reckonings of the reigns of Valerian and Gallienus*, in
J.R.S.
7  CJ.L. in, 59335 cf. Fabricius, op. cit. col. 611.
8  Paneg. vm (v), 105 cf. H. Zeiss, Bayr. VorgeschichtsU. x, 1931/2, p. 45.
9   Later c. Veron. 15 (in Not. Dign. ed. Seeck, p. 253): trans castellum
Mogontiacense   LXXX leugas  trans  Rhenum  Romani possederunt,  istae
cwitates sub Gallieno imp. a barbaris occupatae sunt. Cf. E. Ritterling, Bonn.
Jahrb. cvn, 1901, pp. 1 1 6 sqq.\ Norden, op. cit. pp. 24 sqq. Further details
in J. Steinhausen, Arch. Siedlungskunde des Trier er Landes, 1 938, pp. yj
J. Hagen, Zeitschr. d. Aachener Geschichtsvereins, LI, 1930, pp. 344
10  Ritterling, loc.